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A prosperous Region for Families, Business and 
Future Generations





2026-27 Budget

$1.5B – TOTAL 
VALUE OF 
COUNCIL 

OWNED ASSETS

$224.7M TOTAL 
BUDGET

$79.2M 
CAPITAL 
WORKS

$4.0 M 
OPERATING 

DEFICIT

$28.9M TOTAL 
BORROWINGS

18,841 
RATEABLE 

ASSESSMENTS 
+ GROWTH

436.1 
EMPLOYEES

21% LOCAL 
SPEND 

($28.4M)



Growth and Inflationary pressures

 5-year average property growth 
1.1% or +205 properties per annum

 5-year population growth 2.1% or 
~850 new people each year >350 
new residential properties required

 Population growth > property 
growth

 Forecast Australian CPI – 4.8%1

 Forecast Brisbane CPI – 2.75%2

 The Projected LGAQ Council Cost 
Index for year end June 2027 is 
3.1%3

 Council has projected its costs to 
increase by 4.68% for year end 
June 2027

 Publicly available projections 
forecast CPI to inflate to 4.5% - 
5.4% should the conflict in the 
Middle East continue

1 Source: Reserve Bank of Australia, Statement on Monetary Policy, 
May 2026 (economic forecasts)
2 Source: Queensland government, 2025-26 Mid-Year Fiscal and 
Economic Review, Brisbane Year on year forecast for 2026-27
3 Source: LGAQ, Queensland Council Cost  Index, Annual Update: 
April 2026



Rates & Charges
Average 
Residential 
Property 

2025-26 2026-27 Difference $ Difference % 

Valuation $223,856.00 $223,856.00 $0 0.00% 

     

General Rate $2447.13 $2,584.08 $136.95 5.60% 

Water Access $800.00 $836.00 $36.00 4.50% 

Water 
Consumption 
(320kl) 

$448.00 $460.80 $12.8 2.86% 

Sewerage $1,038.00 $1,069.00 $31.00 2.99% 

Waste Utility $634.00 $666.00 $32.00 5.05% 

Waste Facility 
Charge 

$45.00 $50.00 $5.00 11% 

Road Levy $152.00 $76.00 -$76.00 -50%.00 

Env Levy $17.40 $0.00 -$17.40 -%100.00 

Disaster Levy $60.00 $62.00 $2.00 3.33% 

Gross $5,641.53 $5,803.88 $162.35 2.88% 
Discount -$496.41 -$515.51 -$19.10 3.85% 

Nett $5,145.11 $5,288.37 $143.28 2.78% 
Weekly Increase  $2.75  
 

• Rating Strategy 2026/27 – 2031/32 implementation
• 17,730 or 94.5% of ratepayers will receive an overall 

increase of 6% or less



Budgeted Revenue $141.5m Budgeted Expenditure $145.5m

Operating Revenue & Expenditure
Balancing the books



Forecast Operating Result (Operating revenue less operating expenditure)



Capital Works Program - $77.9 million across 115 programs and projects

A register of businesses that have responded to a public 
tender request and have successfully met Council 
requirements for technical, financial and managerial 
capability to provide goods and/or services.

Being a prequalified supplier does not guarantee an 
amount of work. It does make it more efficient for Council 
to engage the supplier.

$32.9M  - roads 
& drainage

$2.3M - bridges

$4.1M– water

$6.4M- sewerage 
& waste water

$10.7M- site 
improvements
$6.8 – land 
development
$1.9 M – land

$8.9M- buildings

$3.9M– plant & 
equipment





Council’s balance sheet Assets  (what 
we own) 
$1.66b

Liabilities  
(what we 

owe)
$72.1m

Community 
Equity (net 

worth) 
$1.59b 



Cash - $129.0 million



Total Borrowings - $28.9 million



Financial Sustainability Ratios

A register of businesses that have responded to a public 
tender request and have successfully met Council 
requirements for technical, financial and managerial 
capability to provide goods and/or services.

Being a prequalified supplier does not guarantee an 
amount of work. It does make it more efficient for Council 
to engage the supplier.

Type Measure Target 
(Tier 4) 

5-year 
average 

Budget year 
(single year) 

Financial 
Capacity 

Council Controlled Revenue 
Ratio 

Contextual* 83.8%          80.6% 

Population Growth  Contextual* 2.2%     2.167% 

Operating 
Performance 

Operating Surplus Ratio Greater than 
0% 

2.5%     -2.0%    !     

Operating Cash Ratio Greater than 
0% 

32.1%     25.1%     

Liquidity Unrestricted Cash Expense 
Cover Ratio 

Greater than 
4 months 

n/a 11     

Asset 
Management 

Asset Sustainability Ratio Greater than 
80% 

61.4%    ! 73.9%     ! 

Asset Consumption Ratio Greater than 
60% 

71.2%    74.2%     

Asset Renewal Funding 
Ratio  

Contextual* n/a 157.4% 

Debt 
Servicing 
Capacity 

Leverage Ratio 0 - 3 times 1.1     0.8     

 



www.livingstone.qld.gov.au

1300 790 919

Corporate Plan 2025-2030
Operational Plan 2026-27
2026-27 Budget
Local Government Sustainability 
Framework

https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/2/your-council/documents/lsc_corporate-plan-2025-2030_final-a2338259.pdf
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/2/your-council/documents/lsc_corporate-plan-2025-2030_final-a2338259.pdf
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/2/your-council/documents/lsc_corporate-plan-2025-2030_final-a2338259.pdf
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/Your-Council/Publications-and-Media/Plans-Strategies-and-Reports/Operational-Plan-Documents
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/Your-Council/Publications-and-Media/Plans-Strategies-and-Reports/Operational-Plan-Documents
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/Your-Council/Publications-and-Media/Plans-Strategies-and-Reports/Operational-Plan-Documents
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/current-budget
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/current-budget
https://www.livingstone.qld.gov.au/current-budget
https://www.localgovernment.qld.gov.au/for-councils/finance/local-government-sustainability-framework
https://www.localgovernment.qld.gov.au/for-councils/finance/local-government-sustainability-framework
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