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Information sheet
Reconfiguring a lot
This information sheet explains reconfiguring a lot in
the planning scheme.
Does the planning scheme allow reconfiguration of
a lot?
Should you wish to reconfigure a lot (e.g., subdivide),
or re-align a property boundary to create new or
additional lots, then you are encouraged to consult with
Council as a Development Permit is likely required.
The planning scheme aims to provide opportunities for
appropriate lot reconfiguration generally where it caters
for the following: population growth (in identified growth
areas), changing household sizes, protection of
agricultural land, minimising fragmentation of land, and
avoiding areas of environmental significance or natural
hazard.

•

the need to retain rural land in suitable sizes to
maximise potential to undertake successful rural
activities.
Should your property be affected by an Overlay,
additional assessment criteria (and often technical
reports) are necessary.
Always consult Council’s planning scheme maps.

Steps to determine subdivision potential

The planning scheme contains provisions for
reconfiguring a lot including minimum lot size, minimum
frontages and infrastructure standards of service
dependant on the zone of the land.
Despite the zone, in some cases it may not be
appropriate to just meet the minimum lot size
requirements due to characteristics of the land, such
as:
• excessive slope;
• protected vegetation;
• location of infrastructure;
• potential for flood or storm tide inundation;
• bushfire; or

What rules apply when assessing reconfiguring a
lot applications?
The Reconfiguring a Lot code contains outcomes
sought for reconfiguring a lot including lot design,
infrastructure provisions, access and stormwater
requirements. This is available in Part 9 of the Planning
Scheme.
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It should be noted that reconfiguring a lot resulting
in lots smaller than the minimum lot sizes for the
relevant zone, will require Impact Assessment and
must be publicly notified. Council must consider
any submissions made in relation to the proposal, in
deciding the application.

Lot sizes – a snapshot
Zone

Minimum Area

Minimum Width
(metres)

All Centre Zones

1000 m2

25

Environmental
management and
conservation

150 hectares

1000

Low impact
industry

1000 m2

25

Medium impact
industry

5000 m2

50

Emerging community

10 hectares

200

Rural residential

2 hectares

80

Township

4000 m2

40

Rural (Capricorn
Coast rural precinct)

10 hectares

200

Rural (being
Class A or B agricultural land)

60 hectares

550

Rural (not Class
A or B agricultural
land)

150 hectares

750

Low density residential

600 m2

20

Low-medium density residential

300 m2

10

Medium density

1000 m2

25

What information should an application to Council
contain?
If development triggers assessable development
under the planning scheme and it requires a
development application to Council, then the
mandatory supporting information must be provided on
lodgement of a development application. This includes:
• owners consent to the application;
• proposal plans (site layout plan, floor plan, elevations
plans et cetera to demonstrate how the proposal
complies with the planning scheme requirements);

•
•
•

the relevant fee;
completed Development Assessment Forms; and
a statement addressing the matters in the
applicable codes of the Planning Scheme.

It is advised that an appointment is made with the Duty
Planner to discuss proposals prior to lodgement of an
application.
Do infrastructure charges apply?
Infrastructure Charges are collected when development
generates additional demand on trunk infrastructure
services. In the absence of any other agreement, these
charges must be paid prior to the endorsement of the
survey plan.
Generally each additional lot created attracts an
infrastructure charge. The amount may vary depending
on circumstances and these are detailed in the Adopted
Infrastructure Charges document. It is advised that
amounts to be paid are confirmed with the Duty Planner
when discussions are held regarding proposals prior to
lodgement of an application.
What happens if a development approval is given?
If you receive a Development Permit (i.e., the approval),
then there are several things which still need to happen
in order for the development to be considered complete:
•
•
•
•
•

pay infrastructure charges owing;
demonstrate compliance with conditions of
approval;
have the Survey Plan endorsed by Council;
consult service providers (e.g., Ergon Energy); and
register the endorsed Survey Plan with the
Department of Natural Resources and Mines.

While Council aims to assist applicants through the
process, many applications are complicated and
deserve the attention of a consultant (town planner,
surveyor or other appropriately qualified professional) for
help with the proposal.

Disclaimer: The content of this information sheet is a summary and has
been prepared to assist the reader to understand the Planning Scheme.
This advice given does not bind or fetter the Council in any way in
exercising its statutory responsibilities in assessing any development
application which might be made to the Council. Please refer to the full
Livingstone Planning Scheme 2018 document on Council’s website for
further detail.
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